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Battle of the Tug  

In January 1920, the United Mine Workers of America launched a campaign to unionize southern West Virginia, including the 
Tug Fork coalfield. The local coal operators were determined to keep the UMW out. Miners who joined the union were fired, 
evicted from their company-owned houses, and replaced by nonunion workers. Many fought back with guns in what 
developed into the Battle of the Tug, or the Three Days Battle of May 1921. Violence usually involving gunfire from the 
mountains at working miners in the valley, erupted sporadically through much of 1920 and into the spring of 1921. 

On May 12–14, 1921, bullets peppered down on about a dozen mining towns in the Matewan-Williamson area, and nonunion 
miners fired back. Deputy sheriffs, mine guards, the recently created West Virginia State Police, and Kentucky National 
Guardsmen joined the fray. Thousands of shots were fired from rifles, pistols, and even machine guns. Bullets clipped 
telephone wires and ripped through homes as families cowered in fear. Bridges and tipples were dynamited. Businesses and 
schools closed. Three persons were shot and killed. 

The Battle of the Tug ended on May 15 when State Police arranged a truce, with the aid of a physician who crawled under fire 
through the Kentucky mountains to make contact with the insurgents. During the fighting, Governor Ephraim Franklin Morgan 
asked President Harding to send federal troops ‘‘to prevent wanton slaughter of innocent citizens.’’ Although Morgan’s 
request was denied, it set the stage for sending federal troops into West Virginia in September to quell the Miners’ March on 
Mingo and Logan. (e-WV) 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sid Hatfield sheriff https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/media/29204?article_id=282 

     

Sidney ‘‘Sid’’ Hatfield (May 15, 1893-August 1, 1921) was the controversial police chief of Matewan and martyred hero to 
union coal miners. He was born near Matewan but on the Kentucky side of Tug Fork. He worked in area coal mines until 
Mayor C. C. Testerman named him Matewan’s police chief in 1919. 

In that position, Hatfield in early 1920 assisted a United Mine Workers campaign to organize Tug Fork miners. On May 19, 
when Baldwin-Felts detectives evicted several miners from their homes near Matewan because they had joined the union, 
Hatfield and a crowd of angry miners confronted the detectives. The ‘‘Matewan Massacre’’ resulted, a shoot-out in which 
seven detectives, two miners, and Mayor Testerman were killed. Hatfield survived unharmed and instantly became a miners’ 
hero. Ten days later, he married Mayor Testerman’s young widow. 

On January 26, 1921, Hatfield and 17 others were tried on murder charges arising from the shoot-out. All were acquitted. On 
August 1, 1921, Baldwin-Felts detectives shot Hatfield and his friend Ed Chambers to death in a hail of bullets as the two, with 
their wives on their arms, approached the McDowell County Courthouse in Welch. Miners considered it murder, and 
thousands of them rose in rebellion in late August and September in the celebrated Miners’ March.  (e-WV) 

Matewan movie trailer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cjh29QNKLCc 

Matewan shootout https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/media/29185?article_id=1576 
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Matewan shootout https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvVWWFRW0mw 

 

Sid killing https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/media/29205?article_id=282 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Miners’ March 

    

Miners Go Home - Clifford Berryman - National Archives 

The 1921 Miners’ March on Logan was probably the largest armed uprising in American labor history. It involved more than 
15,000 coal miners opposed by more than 5,000 mine guards, deputy sheriffs, and state police, 2,500 U.S. soldiers, and 14 
bombing planes. 

On August 1, Sid Hatfield, chief of police of Matewan and a hero among the miners for his role in the 1920 Battle of Matewan, 
was shot to death by Baldwin-Felts detectives as he approached the McDowell County courthouse in Welch. A week later, on 
August 7, 1921, 5,000 miners met in Charleston to present demands to Governor Morgan. Encouraged by United Mine 
Workers district president Frank Keeney and others, miners began to assemble later that night at Lens Creek near Charleston 
to prepare to march south. They intended to overthrow the governor’s proclamation of martial law in Mingo County and to 
wipe out the anti-union mine guard and deputy sheriff systems in Logan and Mingo counties. 

Union leader Bill Blizzard served as field commander. World War I veterans among the miners helped to organize the 
marchers along military lines. They used sentries, patrols, codes, and passwords, and had their own doctors, nurses, and 
medical and sanitary facilities, commissaries, and food tents. 

On August 24, the march began. President Harding sent Brig. Gen. Henry Bandholtz to evaluate the situation and issued an 
ultimatum telling the miners to end the march. The miners continued. On August 25, they began arriving at Blair Mountain in 
northern Logan County. Sheriff Don Chafin, a hated symbol of anti-unionism in southern West Virginia, met them there with a 
combined force of deputies, mine guards, civilian volunteers, and others. Chafin’s men had fortified their position on top of 
the ridge and were armed with machine guns and explosives. On August 28, the marching miners learned that deputies under 
Chafin had killed five pro-union men. This news encouraged the marchers to push on to the peak of Blair Mountain. 

By September 1, the miners had captured half of the 25-mile mountain ridge and were ready to descend upon Logan. 
President Harding, however, placed the strike zone under martial law, and ordered federal troops and a squadron of bomber 
aircraft into the state. Unwilling to resist U.S. soldiers, the miners agreed to lay down their guns. 

Following the Battle of Blair Mountain, Keeney, Blizzard, union leader Fred Mooney, and more than 550 marchers were 
indicted on charges ranging from murder to treason against the state of West Virginia. All the union officials were acquitted, 
mostly for lack of evidence. One marcher, Walter Allen, was found guilty of treason; he jumped bail and disappeared while the 
case was pending in the state Supreme Court. Another, lay preacher John Wilburn, was convicted of murder and sentenced to 
ten years. Governor Morgan pardoned him in 1925.  (E-WV) 

Miner’s march https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/media/29191?article_id=1825 

------------------------------ 

Don Chafin 
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Sheriff Don Chafin (June 26, 1887-August 9, 1954) was born in Logan County. He was educated in Logan public schools, at 
Marshall College (now Marshall University), and at the Mountain State Business College in Parkersburg. His career included 
service as a teacher, a store clerk, and store owner and operator, but he is best known as a politician and controversial 
lawman. 

Chafin was elected assessor of Logan County at age 21 and sheriff at 25. After a term as county clerk, he was reelected as 
sheriff in 1920. Chafin was a bitter foe of union organizers and, with financial support from coal companies, used his many 
deputies to keep labor organizers out of Logan County. United Mine Workers of America members hated Don Chafin so much 
that he was shot on sight and wounded when entering UMWA District 17 headquarters in 1919. During the Miners’ March in 
1921, he was a key figure in organizing forces to defend Logan County and arranged for airplanes to drop homemade bombs 
on the miners during the Battle of Blair Mountain. 

Later in the 1920s, Chafin served prison time in a federal penitentiary after being convicted of violating Prohibition statutes. 
He moved to Huntington in 1929 where he purchased a 10-story building, renamed it the Chafin Building, and operated the 
Chafin Coal Company as well as many other business interests. In his later years, he was a noted philanthropist, giving money 
freely to many charities. Chafin died in Huntington. 

Don Chafin https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/media/29161 

------------------------------------------ 

 

Map of Battle of Blair Mountain - Heidi Perov - WV Humanities Council 

Battle of Blair Mountain  

In August 1921, armed coal miners from the Kanawha Valley and the southern counties of Boone, Fayette, Mingo, McDowell, 
and Logan gathered at Marmet in Kanawha County. The miners proposed to march to Logan and Mingo counties to rescue 
union miners who had been jailed or mistreated in attempts to unionize the mines. Their efforts brought on the most 
spectacular confrontation in West Virginia’s labor history, the culminating event in the era known as the Mine Wars. 

While accurate figures are not available, sources estimate the number of miners who participated in the march at anywhere 
from 7,000 to 20,000. Many were veterans of World War I, and they organized themselves like an army division. The marchers 
had medical and supply units, posted guards when appropriate, and used passwords to weed out infiltrators. Marchers 
commandeered trains and other vehicles to take them to Logan County and confiscated supplies from company stores along 
the march. 
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State authorities, led by Governor Morgan, quickly organized a group of state police, volunteer militia companies, and coal 
company employees to keep the miners from invading Logan County. The opposing forces came together at Blair Mountain, 
near the Boone and Logan borders. The well-armed miners and their opponents battled along the ridge of Blair Mountain, 
resulting in several deaths. Like other statistics in this event, the exact numbers of killed and wounded are mere conjecture. 

Morgan urgently requested federal intervention to end the bloodshed. President Warren G. Harding responded with 2,500 
federal troops, including a squadron of bomber aircraft under aviation pioneer Gen. William ‘‘Billy’’ Mitchell. The federal 
troops quickly brought the conflict to an end, and the miners returned home. Several hundred miners and their leaders were 
charged with various crimes from murder to treason. Most were given minor sentences, but serious attempts were made to 
punish William ‘‘Bill’’ Blizzard, one of the march leaders, who was charged with treason. He was tried in Charles Town, 
Lewisburg, and Fayetteville before the charges were eventually dropped. 

The armed march and the Battle of Blair Mountain resulted in little or no gain for union miners, but the hostilities created by 
labor strife from the early 1900s to the 1920s color labor relations in West Virginia to the present. 

In 2006, the National Trust for Historic Preservation designated Blair Mountain as one of the country’s “Most Endangered 
Historic Places.” The National Park Service added Blair Mountain to its National Register of Historic Places in March 2009. Nine 
months later, however, the park service reversed its decision following a dispute about property ownership. Several groups—
including the Sierra Club and the Friends of Blair Mountain—want the site protected from surface mining. They filed suit in an 
attempt to have the park service’s decision reversed. On June 27, 2018, the keeper of the National Register declared the 
removal erroneous and reinstated Blair Mountain’s listing.  (e-WV) 

Battle of Blair mtn https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/media/29143?article_id=532 

Blair mtn - WV 150  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uV3R2jBDoDk 
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