


 



 

 



 



 



“Palladian style architecture in the late 1700’s is showcased by a mansion on an 

island.” 

 

“Harman Blennerhassett, a wealthy Irish aristocrat, settled on the 
wilderness island in 1798, where he built a magnificent mansion. 
Designed in the Palladian style (like Mount Vernon), the house 
contained 7,000 square feet of floor space. Its rooms were 
furnished with furniture purchased in London and Baltimore, 
oriental carpets, oil paintings, and porcelain made in Paris. The 
hardware on some of the interior doors was made of silver. Alabaster lamps were 
suspended from the ceilings by silver chains. A 2-1/3  acre flower garden and two huge 
lawns surrounded the house. It was one of the most elegant estates in Virginia and was the 
most beautiful home west of the Alleghenies.” 

 

 

 

 

[More information about Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park is on 

another page] 

 


